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Letter from the President of the Board of Trustees

This past year has been one of meaningful transition and renewal at Hilltown, marked by thoughtful reflection,
collaborative planning, and foundational changes designed to strengthen our school for years to come.

In response to the departure of our two previous co-directors, the Board of Trustees revisited a long-discussed
guestion: how best to structure school leadership to meet the evolving needs of our students, staff, and families.
After careful consideration, the Board approved a new leadership model, establishing a Head of School who reports
directly to the Board, and a Director of Teaching and Learning who oversees teaching staff and reports to the Head
of School. This adjustment, along with other refinements to the administrative structure, has allowed for a more
balanced distribution of responsibilities and more targeted support for both student learning and staff
development.

Equally important has been our collective progress on the school’s five-year Long Range Plan. One major outcome
of that work—developed through extensive input from faculty, families, and staff—was the adoption of a new
grade alignment structure, which will be implemented in the 2025-2026 academic year. Under this plan, Hilltown
will move away from a standalone 6th grade and instead establish a standalone kindergarten while other grades
will continue to be mixed grades with combinations of 1st/2nd, 3rd/4th, 5th/6th, and 7th/8th grades. We believe
this structure will support curricular coherence, social development, as well as the community building that is
central to Hilltown’s mission. In parallel, the new grade structure has allowed Hilltown to introduce and expand
staff positions to better meet student needs and advance Hilltown’s commitment to interdisciplinary learning and
arts integration. These include the addition of an Academic Skills teacher for grades 5-8, a Math Specialist for all
grades, expansion of Technology and Spanish instruction to now include grades K-5 and 5/6, respectively, and an
addition of a full time Drama specialist as part of the integration team for all grades. The restructuring also includes
the creation of in-house positions for a part-time school psychologist, occupational therapist, and speech-language
pathologist, roles that were previously filled by contracted providers, as part of a broader effort to strengthen our
Special Education and Related Services (SERS) department and increase consistency and continuity of care for
students.

The school has also undertaken a necessary and exciting renovation of its playground to better serve students'
physical development, play, and well-being across all grade levels. While investing in these improvements, we
remain firmly committed to fiscal responsibility and have successfully engaged the Hilltown community in partially
supporting these efforts through fundraising.

As we look ahead, the Board, school leaders, and Hilltown community as a whole remain committed to ensuring
that Hilltown remains true to the mission and values upon which its charter was founded, while continuously
evolving to meet the needs of our students and community.

Sincerely,

I

Lily Newman
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Introduction to the School

Hilltown Cooperative Charter Public School

Type of Charter Commonwealth | Location Easthampton

Regional or Regional Districts in Ambherst, Amherst-Pelham, Belchertown,

Non-Regional Region Centrél Berkshire, Chesterflgld-Goshep, Conway,
Deerfield, Easthampton, Erving, Frontier,
Gateway, Gill Montague, Granby, Greenfield,
Hadley, Hampshire, Hatfield, Hawlemont,
Leverett, Mohawk Trail, New Salem-Wendell,
Northampton, Orange, Pelham, Pioneer Valley,
Ralph C. Mahar, Rowe, Shutesbury,
Southampton, South Hadley, Sunderland, Ware,
Westhampton, Whately, Williamsburg

Year Opened Year(s

P 1995 (5) 2000, 2005, 2010, 2015, 2020, 2025
Renewed
Maximum Chartered
218 K-8
Enrollment Grade Span

Mission Statement:

and the world around us

e To engage students in a school which uses experiential, hands-on activities, the arts, and
interdisciplinary studies to foster critical thinking skills and a joy of learning

e To sustain a cooperative intimate community of students, staff, families, and local community
members which guides and supports the school and its education program

e To cultivate children’s individual voices and a shared respect for each other, our community,

Page 2



Faithfulness to Charter

Criterion 1: Mission and Key Design Elements

HCCPS continues to engage students in a school which uses experiential, hands-on activities, the arts,
and interdisciplinary studies to foster critical thinking skills and a joy of learning

Students participated in integrated, arts-based projects documented through the school’s
Integration Archive.

Regular opportunities for hands-on learning in Atelier, music, PE, science, and social studies
projects were implemented across grade levels.

8th graders successfully completed interdisciplinary culminating projects based on their personal
interests, demonstrating research, writing, and presentation skills.

Student responses to the climate survey indicated increased recognition of inclusive curriculum
content

Family surveys affirmed high levels of student engagement and appreciation for arts-integrated
and experiential learning opportunities.

HCCPS continues to sustain a cooperative, intimate community of students, staff, families, and local
community members which guides and supports the school and its education program

The 2025 Family and Caregiver Feedback Survey indicated that the vast majority of respondents
feel welcome and connected to the school community.

Students reporting they had at least one trusted adult at school rose sharply, indicating
strengthened relationships between staff and students..

Events such as Winter Fair, All School, and Mini-courses supported intergenerational and
cross-grade connections.

Hilltown continued to practice collaborative decision making and Board-level governance by
consensus.

HCCPS continues to support children’s individual voices and a shared respect for each other, our
community, and the world around us

In the 2025 Student Climate Survey, over 95% of students report that their teachers care about
them, and the sense of belonging among students rose 17% this year

Students expressed improved trust that adults will intervene when harm occurs, suggesting
growing confidence in restorative, student-centered discipline practices.

A student government and structured affinity groups were implemented this year, increasing
student agency and peer-to-peer leadership.

Morning meetings, All School performances, and student-led initiatives continued to offer
platforms for student voice.

The curriculum emphasized diverse perspectives, as evidenced by increased student perception
of cultural representation and equitable learning environments.

Amendments to the Charter between August 2024 and July 2025
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Date Amendment Requested | Status
Submitted (Pending/ Approved/Denied/Approved, Not Implemented)

On July 23, 2024, the board of trustees of Hilltown Cooperative Charter Public School submitted a
request for commissioner approval of a change in governance/leadership structure and revised
bylaws. The school’s revised governance/leadership structure has the board overseeing one school
leader, the Head of School, instead of two directors. The board’s bylaws have been updated to reflect
the change in governance/leadership structure.

Status: Approved on August 12, 2024

Criterion 2: Access and Equity

Student Demographic Information

The most recent publicly available student enrollment data may be found on the DESE website in
Enroliment by Race/Ethnicity (2024-25).

Student Data by Race/Ethnicity (2024-25)

Race/Ethnicity Percentage of Student Body
African American 0%

Asian 2.8%

Hispanic 8.7%

Native American 0%

White 78.4%

Native Hawaiian, Pacific Islander 0%

Multi-Race, Non-Hispanic 10.1%

The most recent publicly available student demographic data may be found on the DESE website in
Selected Populations (2024-25).

Selected Student Populations (2024-25)

Title Percentage of Student Body
First Language not English 0%

English Language Learner 0%

Low-income 18.8%

Students with Disabilities 22.0%

High Needs 34.4%
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https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/profiles/student.aspx?orgcode=04500000&orgtypecode=5&
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Criterion 4: Dissemination

The table below provides evidence of how Hllltown has shared innovative models for replication and
best practices with other public schools in the region during the 2024-2025 school year.

School
(Easthampton’s
public K-8 school)
and the Institute
for Humane
Education, visiting
a Civics Action
Showcase at
Mountain View
School

Chris Kusek, Head
of School

Susan Welson,
Assistant Principal,
Easthampton High
school

Best Practice Vehicle for Who at the school | With whom did Result of
Shared Dissemination was involved with |the school dissemination
the dissemination |disseminate its
efforts? best practices?
Collaboration with | Presentation to Rebecca Smith College Students
caregivers to build | Master of Arts in Belcher-Timme, Master of Arts in incorporated
a strong Teaching students | Director of Teaching Program | strategies into
community Teaching and their practicums in
Learning order to support
them in meeting
Tiffany Ross, proficiency
Community and standards for
Family collaboration and
Engagement student well-being
Coordinator
Civic action Meetings with Rebecca Easthampton High |We developed the
learning administrators Belcher-Timme, School, Mountain |framework for a
from Easthampton | Director of View School plan to co-train our
High School, Teaching and teachers alongside
Mountain View Learning 3 teachers from

Mountain View,
and share our
projects as part of
a Civics Action
initiative during
the 25-26 school
year.

Use of primary
sources, and
inquiry based
learning

Piloted Civic
Virtues lessons
from iCivics in
collaboration with
the author of the
civic virtues
collection, and
professor of
education at

Nan Childs,
Grade 2-3 Lead
Teacher

Julianne Clarke,
Grade 2-3 Lead
Teacher

Rebecca
Belcher-Timme,
Director of

Westfield State
University (WSU)

Professor Risler
shared her
experiences
observing and
guest teaching at
Hilltown with
pre-service
teachers at
Westfield State.
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Best Practice Vehicle for Who at the school | With whom did Result of
Shared Dissemination was involved with |the school dissemination
the dissemination | disseminate its
efforts? best practices?
Westfield State Teaching and
University Learning
Planning of Hosted two Missy Kubacka, Smith College Graduate interns

integrated arts
curriculum and
implementation,
collaboration with
special educators
and arts
specialists,
classroom
management

full-year graduate
interns from Smith
College

Grade 4-5 Lead
Teacher

Kate Saccento,
K-5 Special
Education Teacher

will use their
experience at
Hilltown as they
establish their own
teaching practices
in new school
settings moving
forward

Inquiry based PD

Teacher Leader
team meetings
with educator
from Easthampton
high school

Rebecca
Belcher-Timme,
Director of
Teaching and
Learning

Chris Kusek, Head
of School

Kerri Pollard,
Andrea Hearn,
Nicole Singer,
Grace Mrowicki;
Teacher Leaders

Easthampton High
School

Plans to
implement an
inquiry based PD
cycle with an
emphasis on
Learning Walks

Visual arts Hosted student Nicole Singer, Preservice visual A teacher new to
curriculum teacher, visual arts | Visual Arts arts teacher from |the field gained
planning and Teacher, grades 2-8 | UMass Amherst curriculum and
implementation, classroom

arts integration, experience, and
classroom learned about the
management, HCCPS program
teacher/staff

collaboration

Integrated arts Hosted Smith Kerri Pollard, Undergraduate A college student
curriculum, College Mindich Kindergarten Lead |students from who is interested
collaboration with | Fellow Teacher Smith College in pursuing

special educators
and arts
specialists,

Joseph Golossi,

education as a
career gained
classroom

Page 6




Best Practice Vehicle for Who at the school | With whom did Result of
Shared Dissemination was involved with |the school dissemination
the dissemination |disseminate its
efforts? best practices?
classroom Grade 7-8 Lead experience, and
management ELA teacher learned about the
HCCPS program
Arts integration Art Show at Cyndy Sperry, Easthampton City [We builton a
with content area | Easthampton City | Visual Arts Arts+, the partnership with a
learning standards | Space (planned for | Teacher, Easthampton local city arts
August 2, 2025) grades 7-8 community organization. This
. . offered an
Nicole Singer, .
. opportunity for art
Visual Arts .
by Hilltown
Teacher, students to be
grades 2-8

highly visible in our
host city.

Academic Program Success

Criterion 5: Student Performance

The most recent publicly available student performance data may be found on the DESE website in our
2024 School Report Card.

Hilltown uses a range of internal assessments to monitor student learning and support academic growth
in addition to statewide MCAS testing. In 2024-25, the school administered FastBridge aReading and
aMath assessments in grades 3-8, screening all students in the fall, winter, and spring. These data points
helped teachers identify students in need of additional support and evaluate the effectiveness of those
interventions over time. In grades K-3, the reading specialist conducted triannual assessments using
DIBELS 8th Edition to monitor early literacy development and inform foundational reading instruction. To
support students’ social-emotional and behavioral development, all students in grades 3-8 participated
in the mySAEBRS universal screener. Results were reviewed by the school’s Adjustment Counselor, who
coordinated targeted support for students flagged as needing additional SEL intervention.

In addition to these standardized tools, teachers across grade levels used a variety of formative and
summative assessments, including rubrics, benchmarks, unit tests, and checklists, to evaluate student
understanding in all core content areas. Daily formative assessments built into the math curriculum
allowed teachers to adjust instruction responsively. Student writing was assessed using standardized
rubrics at all grade levels: K5 teachers used an internally developed writing rubric, while middle school
teachers assessed writing with common rubrics, including for the extensive eighth-grade capstone
research project. Special education teachers and related service providers, including the reading
specialist, used both standardized assessments and individualized measures to track progress on student
learning goals.

Page 7


https://reportcards.doe.mass.edu/2024/DistrictReportcard/04500000

While Hilltown’s use of FastBridge and DIBELS is still relatively new, initial trends from year-to-year and
seasonal screening indicate that student performance data is increasingly being used to inform timely
instructional decisions. Teachers and support staff regularly reviewed assessment data to monitor
progress and respond to emerging academic, behavioral, and social-emotional concerns. These reviews,
along with weekly grade-level planning, integration meetings between academic and arts staff, and
regular collaboration through the MTSS and SERS teams, ensured that assessment results were
consistently informing schoolwide instructional and intervention strategies. Although Hilltown does not
currently conduct formal comparative analysis of internal assessments with peer schools, tools like
FastBridge and DIBELS provide access to national benchmarks that help contextualize student
performance. Disaggregated subgroup analysis (e.g., for students with disabilities and English learners) is
typically addressed through case review and collaborative problem-solving, and the school plans to
deepen formal analysis of subgroup data in the coming year.

Hilltown will include relevant data tables and visuals in the Appendix E, including FastBridge and DIBELS
results by grade level and student group, as well as summary charts from the mySAEBRS screener. These
tools continue to play a central role in advancing the school’s Multi-Tiered System of Supports and
ensuring that all students are engaged, supported, and challenged.

Criterion 6: Program Delivery

Hilltown continued to deliver a high-quality academic program in 2024—2025, grounded in both state
standards and the school’s mission to foster creativity, collaboration, and hands-on, interdisciplinary
learning. Teachers designed relevant and engaging curriculum that reflected the Massachusetts
Curriculum Frameworks while also integrating the arts, encouraging student voice, and cultivating
community. Instructional units were guided by overarching learning objectives, allowing students to
make connections across content areas and explore themes through multiple modalities. Teachers
employed a range of strategies to differentiate instruction and support diverse learning profiles, using
principles of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) to ensure that all students had multiple pathways to
access content, express understanding, and engage meaningfully in learning.

Hilltown maintained its core literacy and mathematics programs this year, including all literacy programs
from the Collaborative Classroom, “Being a Reader” (grades K-5), “Being a Writer,” and a
teacher-created, standards-aligned ELA curriculum (grades 6-8),supplemented by integrated writing
assignments and independent book groups. Teachers also scored student writing using standardized
rubrics, including an internal K=5 writing rubric and a portfolio-based approach in middle school,
culminating in an 8th-grade capstone research project. In mathematics, the school continued its use of
the Illustrative Math curriculum (grades K-8), now in its fourth year for lower grades and seventh for
upper grades. Teachers supplemented math instruction with tools such as Math 180, 3-Act Math,
Esti-Mysteries, and daily number routines during morning meetings. Across grades, curriculum design
emphasized real-world application and collaboration, with science and social studies content often
serving as vehicles for arts integration and culturally responsive instruction. Examples from the year
included units on Northeast Woodland Native Americans, sound waves, the human body, ancient Greece
and civilizations, world religions, and national parks, with support from curricula such as Mystery
Science, iCivics, Children Discovering Justice, and Facing History and Ourselves. Academic and arts
learning was regularly shared with the community through All School gatherings, where two classrooms
or grade-levels presented each week.
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Students in all grades also received instruction in art, music and movement, physical education, and
wellness one to two times per week, with curricula aligned to state frameworks. Middle school students
participated in digital media and technology classes twice weekly, while 7th and 8th graders studied
Spanish three times per week. The two-year Spanish sequence is designed to approximate a first-year
high school Spanish course.

Teachers created classrooms that were academically rich and supportive of students’ social-emotional
development, emphasizing learner identity, effort, and growth mindset. Many teachers incorporated
collaborative learning routines and strategies to foster a sense of belonging and inclusion. Across
classrooms, teachers maintained clear expectations and norms, and addressed interpersonal challenges
in ways that balanced accountability and support. Success criteria were shared with students through
tools like rubrics, checklists, and examples to promote transparency, self-direction, and clarity around
learning goals.

To meet the needs of all learners, Hilltown employed a robust support model. Every classroom was
staffed with at least one teaching assistant, who supported instruction, accommodations, and behavior
interventions, including those outlined in 504 plans and IEPs. Special education services were delivered
by three full-time and one part-time special educator, with related services provided by speech and
occupational therapists, the adjustment counselor, and the reading specialist. The reading specialist
provided early literacy interventions, particularly in K—3, using SIPPS and Read Naturally, and special
educators implemented more intensive interventions such as Orton-Gillingham.

Hilltown’s academic program reflects a deep and ongoing commitment to equity and inclusion. As part of
its strategic plan and in response to the 2022 equity audit, the school prioritized belonging and
partnership—particularly for students and families of color. In 2024-25, the school saw significant gains
in student-reported feelings of belonging and connection across demographic groups, reflecting the
impact of sustained efforts to create a more inclusive and supportive environment. This progress was
supported by increased opportunities for student voice, including emergent affinity groups, and the
continued leadership of the Board of Trustees’ Justice, Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion (JEDI) Committee.
Additionally, Hilltown was awarded a DESE Safe and Supportive Schools planning grant that resulted in a
multi-year action plan including the formation of a Teacher Leadership Team and the expansion of
structured student voice opportunities, including a revived Student Council.

In summary, Hilltown’s 2024-25 program demonstrated its continued commitment to academic rigor,
inclusive instruction, and a learning environment that honors the whole child.
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Organizational Viability
Criterion 10: Finance

Hilltown Co-op Charter Public School
Unaudited FY25
Statement of Revenues, Expenses
and Changes in Net Position
July 2024 through June 2025

Operating Revenues

Tuition 3,851,183
Government Grants 96,744
Private Grants 6,926
Medicaid & Other Reimbursements 10,622
After School Fees 99,599
Student Activity Fees 43,270
School Lunch Receipts 21,529

Total Operating Revenue 4,129,873

Operating Expenses

Wages 2,794,651
Payroll Taxes 116,418
Fringe Benefits 395,971
Consulting & Contracted Services 243,364
Depreciation Expense 106,385
Dues & Subscriptions 10,905
Educational Supplies & Textbooks 46,370
Equipment 15,339
Food Services 30,102
Instructional Technology 15,423
Occupancy 196,791
Transportation & Field Trips 14,286
Other Operating Expense 21,917
Total Operating Expenses 4,007,921
Operating Income (Loss) 121,952

Non Operating Revenues & (Expenses)

Fundraising Income 33,882
Investment Income 26,487
Interest Expense (85,251)
Fundraising Expense (1,279)
Total Non-Operating Revenues (26,161)

Change in Net Position 95,792
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(Balance Sheet)
As of June 30, 2025

Assets

Current Assets
Cash
Certificate of Deposit
Prepaid Expenses
Revenue Receivable
Total Current Assets

Non-Current Assets
Capital Assets
Building (Net)
Land 1-3 Industrial Pkwy
Furniture and Equipment (Net)
Security Deposits
Total Non Current Assets

Total Assets

Liabilities & Net Position

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Accrued Wages Payable
Accrued Payroll Liability
Accrued Expenses
Deferred Revenue
Total Current Liabilities

Long Term Liabilities
Note Payable - USDA
Total Long Term Liabilities

Total Liabilities

Net Position
Investment in Capital Assets
Unrestricted

Total Net Position

Total Liabilities and Net Position

466,140
498,445
21,086
200

985,871

2,858,918
472,975
1,796
7,279

3,340,967

4,326,838

88,146
247,829
(6,568)
6,088
992

336,487

3,066,691

3,066,691

3,403,178

266,997
656,663

923,660

4,326,838

Page 11



Hilltown Co-operative Charter Public School
Approved FY26 Budget

Approved by Board of Trustees 05/14/2025

FY 26
Operating Revenues
Tuition 3,929,076
Government Grants 82,734
Private Grants 0
Medicaid & Other Reimbursements 8,000
After School Fees 68,500
Student Activity Fees 36,500
School Lunch Receipts 15,000
Total Operating Revenue 4,139,810
Operating Expenses
Wages 2,998,887
Payroll Taxes 117,130
Fringe Benefits 444,199
Consulting & Contracted Services 97,028
Dues & Subscriptions 11,785
Educational Supplies & Textbooks 70,576
Equipment 6,000
Food Services 20,000
Instructional Technology 18,000
Occupancy 224,611
Transportation & Field Trips 14,500
Other Operating Expense 51,050
Total Operating Expenses 4,073,766
Operating Income (Loss) m
Non Operating Revenues & (Expenses)
Fundraising Income 7,000
Investment Income 12,000
Interest Expense (83,544)
Fundraising Expense (1,500)
Total Non-Operating Revenues (66,044)
Change in Net Position
0
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FY26 Enroliment Table Enter Number Below
Number of students pre-enrolled via March 15, 2025 submission 218
Number of students upon which FY25 budget tuition line is based 218
Number of expected students for FY25 first day of school 218
Capital Plans

Hilltown’s major capital project for FY25 was the renovation of the school playground, a long-planned
initiative aimed at enhancing outdoor learning and recreation for all students. The project began in
earnest during the 2024-25 school year and included demolition of the existing structure, purchase and
installation of new equipment, site preparation, landscaping, and resurfacing. Designed with input from
staff, families, and students, the new playground reflects the school’s commitment to cooperation,
inclusion, and community connection. Students also contributed to an environmental education
component by designing art-integrated wetland boundary markers, blending science and stewardship.

Construction is scheduled for summer 2025. Demolition occurred in May, and installation of new
equipment is set for late July. Final vendor payments will be completed in FY26. The total estimated cost
of the project is approximately $170,500. As of February 2025, just under $73,000 had been paid, with
the remaining balance due in the upcoming fiscal year. The project is being funded through a
combination of capital reserves and more than $20,000 in private fundraising by the Friends of Hilltown.
The school also benefited from in-kind support, including demolition services donated by IUOE Local 98.

Looking ahead, Hilltown has one additional capital improvement planned for FY26. To improve safety and
alleviate congestion during drop-off and pick-up, the school will add a dedicated exit lane from the main
parking lot. The new 18-foot curb cut will provide a second egress point, reducing bottlenecks and
supporting a safer flow of traffic for students, families, and staff. The project will be completed by Duffy
Willard Paving & Excavating, LLC and is pending final permit approval from the Easthampton Department
of Public Works. The cost is estimated at $7,500 and will be drawn from existing capital reserves.

Project Description Current Estimated Date | Estimated How is/will this
Status of Completion Cost project be financed?
Playground renovation In progress. July 2025, with | $170,500 | Capital reserves and
(equipment, demolition, Installation final payments private fundraising
installation, landscaping, scheduled for | in FY26 (Friends of Hilltown)
surfacing) July 2025
Addition of dedicated parking | Planned. Fall 2025 $7,500 Capital reserves
lot exit (new curb cut and Pending final (FY26)
paving) permit
approval
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Appendix A: Accountability Plan Evidence 2024-25

Hilltown’s current accountability plan may be accessed here: ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN

Faithfulness to Charter

Measure

2024-2025
Performance
M (Met)
NM (Not Met)

Evidence

Objective (for KDE 1): Hilltown students and their families will participate in the life
of the school through classrooms, community events, and school governance.

Measure:

90% of families who respond to the
annual satisfaction survey will report that
there exists a strong sense of community

among students, staff, and families. At
least 40% of families will complete the
survey. 80% of the families measured will
match school demographics.

NM

Evidence:

97% of the 63 families who responded to
our annual caregiver feedback survey
“Agree” or "Strongly Agree”
that Hilltown has built a strong
sense of community among
students, staff, and families.

38% of families completed the survey
this year, just short of our target. 80% of
these families measured matched school

demographics.

Measure:

100% of students in grades K-8 will
participate in mixed-age programs to
build a sense of student community,

including weekly All School gatherings,
year-long cross-grade buddies, mixed-age
lunchroom assignments, and mixed-age
mini-courses at least 3 times per year.

Evidence:

100% of students in grades K-8
participated in mixed-age programs to
build a sense of student community,
including weekly All School meetings,
year-long cross-grade buddies, and three
sessions of mixed-age mini-courses.

Measure:

90% of families, with proportionate
representation of the school
demographics, will engage in one or
more whole-school community events or
programs: Winter Fair, Solstice
Celebration, Music Festival, Grandparents
and Special Elders Day, “Link Families” for
incoming families.

Evidence:

While we did not systematically collect
participation data disaggregated by
demographic subgroups, we experienced
a clear resurgence of family engagement
in school-wide community events
throughout the year. Anecdotal evidence
and staff observations indicate strong
attendance and enthusiasm at key events
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such as the Winter Fair, Solstice
Celebration, and the Spring Music
Festival. We also reestablished our “Link
Families” program for new families,
which was met with positive feedback. In
future years, we plan to implement more
robust tracking systems to better
measure both overall participation and
proportional representation.

Objective: (for KDE 2): Hilltown students will access learning by participating in
interdisciplinary projects that integrate the arts and incorporate hands-on learning.

Measure:

Annually, 95% of students will engage in
hands-on units of study that have been
co-created by multiple teachers
integrating three or more disciplines. The
integrated units of study are guided by
essential questions arrived at through a
collaborative process drawing on state

Evidence:

100% of students in grades K-8
participated in hands-on units of study
created during grade-level Integration

Meetings that included academic, music,
and visual arts teachers (plus the
technology teacher in grades 6-8).
Presentations and artifacts from
arts-integrated units and featured
studies are shared on Hilltown’s website:

standards.
https://www.hilltowncharter.org/arts-int
egrated-projects/
Evidence:
Measure: 100% of students shared their artwork

Annually, 95% of K-8 students will share
their artwork with the whole school (via
All School gathering presentations,
gallery displays, or musical/theater
productions). These sharings will be
accompanied by integration statements
(written or spoken by students or
teachers) explaining how their art
interacts with other ideas and disciplines
in the featured projects.

with the whole school. Slideshows were
shown in All School (our weekly

whole-school gathering) where teachers
and students also shared statements

explaining the projects. Rotating exhibits
of student work were displayed in the

hallways throughout the year,

accompanied by write-ups about each

display. Students in all grades performed

for the school community at the annual

Music Festival in May.

Objective (for KDE 3): Hilltown students will demonstrate deep learning
that requires critical thinking and personal expression.

Measure:
Each 8™ grader will design, develop, and
present an independent interdisciplinary

Evidence:
Each 8th grader designed, developed,
and presented an independent research
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culminating project in an area of personal
interest. This will demonstrate research,
writing, and presentation skills learned
from the HCCPS experience.

project in an area of personal interest. All

projects demonstrated research, writing,
and presentation skills.

See TABLE 1 for list of research questions

Measure:

100% of students in grades K-8 will
participate in mixed age mini-courses. K-6
will participate 3 times a year; grades 7 &
8 will participate 2 times a year. Students
will have the opportunity to express their
mini-course top choices through surveys.

Evidence:

100% of K-8 students participated in
3-4-week mini courses three times
during the year. Mini course enrollment
was based on student requests.
See TABLE 2 for list of mini courses

Objective (for KDE 4): Hilltown students will demonstrate proficiency
on external and internal academic measures.

Measure:

Each grade, 3-8, will score in the top
quartile annually in the tested areas of
reading and math and core total on the

SAT10 test of basic skills. The students in
the top quartile will reflect all
demographics of the student population
in grades 3-8.

NM

Evidence:

Hilltown switched to Fastbridge
“aReading” and “aMath” screening
assessments in 2022. Based on available
reports, we define “top quartile” for the
purpose of this annual report as 75
percent or more students scoring at or
above the national 50" percentile on the
Spring 2025 assessment (or most recent)
See Table 3 for aggregated results

aReading at or above 50" percentile:
Grade 3: 86%
Grade 4: 82%
Grade 5: 68%
Grade 6: 85%
Grade 7: 77%
Grade 8: 74%
aMath at or above 50" percentile:
Grade 3: 77%
Grade 4: 68%
Grade 5: 45%
Grade 6: 70%
Grade 7: 71%
Grade 8: 76%

Measure:

80% of all students in grades K-3 will
annually gain one grade level in reading
and writing skills as measured by both
nationally recognized and internal

Evidence:
Met or exceeded grade-level end-of-year
DIBELS core composite benchmark
GRADES K-3: 81%
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benchmark assessments. The 80% of
students demonstrating proficiency will
reflect the demographics of our K-3
student body.

Met or exceed grade-level proficiency
target on internal writing assessments
GRADES K-3: 88%

See Table 3 for aggregated results

Measure:

Annually, 80% of all students in grades
4-8 will demonstrate proficiency in
writing on the HCCPS upper grades

writing assessment.
The 80% of students demonstrating
proficiency will reflect the demographics
of our 4-8 student body.

Evidence:

Met grade-level proficiency target on
internal writing assessments
GRADES 4-8: 86%

See Table 3 for aggregated results

Measure:

Annually, 80% of all students in grades
K-8 will demonstrate proficiency on
end-of-unit math assessments. The 80%
of students demonstrating proficiency
will reflect the demographics of our K-8
student body.

Evidence:

Average scores on end-of-unit math
assessments 70% or higher
GRADES K-8: 94%

See Table 3 for aggregated results

Measure:
100% of 8" Grade students will achieve a
passing score on the Grade 8 culminating
project rubric.

Evidence:

100% of 8th grade students achieved
a passing score on culminating
project rubrics.

See Table 3 for aggregated results

Objective: Members of the Board of Trustees and the school Directors will demonstrate
responsive leadership with respect to the broader community of stakeholders
(staff, students, families, and local community).

Measure:

Board of Trustees decisions will be made
using a consensus model of decision
making at least 90% of the time as
indicated in Board minutes. Majority
votes will only be taken if consensus
cannot be reached in a timely manner.

Evidence:

All new Board members are trained
on the consensus model of decision.
Board minutes document the
decision-making mechanism used for
each Board decision. The 2024-2025
approved Board minutes are posted on
the school’s website.

Measure:
The Directors will work cooperatively to
manage and guide the school. They will
collaborate with the Board of Trustees
through a Domain Council that meets
bi-weekly throughout the school year.
The Domain consists of the President and

Evidence:

The Domain Council schedule of
meetings and minutes demonstrates
how the Directors collaborated
effectively to share the responsibilities of
school governance. The Domain Council
met regularly throughout the 2024-2025
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Vice President of the Board, as well as
the Directors of the school.

school year. Minutes from these
meetings are included in the Board
packets, which are available on the
school website.

TABLE 1: Eighth Grade Project Research Questions, Spring 2025

8th Grade Project Research Questions

How did major events in history affect blade
making in Japan?

How are Orcas affected by captivity?

What were important periods in Japanese history
that led to new traditions being introduced into
the culture?

How have collegiate dance teams evolved over
time?

How can teens 13-17 years old earn money
through traditional business, online business, and
investing in the modern age?

What challenges are coffee workers facing, and
how do those affect the industry?

What is the best way to optimize muscle growth
and strength?

The history of alternative fashion and what it
means.

Why are Rhythm Games fun to play, and how do
they help patients in the medical field?

How did the misinformation and lack of
emergency response affect the people and the
environment surrounding the Chernobyl plant?

What strategies do casinos use to make money
and make guests stay longer?

How does CPR work?

What leads people to deny genocide against clear
evidence? Why do people deny genocides and
what are the effects of such rhetoric?

How has the integration of technology
transformed woodworking techniques and
practices over time?

Do we treat animals in zoos humanely?

Evolution of sneakers

How do the blind use braille in their daily lives?

How have major developments in history
impacted forensic science?

How does professional dance affect one’s mental,
physical and financial health?

How is China committing genocide and taking
away Tibetans’ rights and freedoms?

How has stigma impacted the treatment of
individuals with bipolar disorder over the past
100 years?

How did Turkey hide the Armenian genocide?

How has surfing evolved over time?

How do animals help people in the medical
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industry?

How Al and social media are affecting the art
world?

How have different styles of animation developed
and evolved over the years?

How did the Bubonic Plague affect different social
classes?

TABLE 2: Mini Course Offerings, 2024-2025

Board Game Club Grades K-8

Logic Puzzle Adventures (K-8):

Origami Grades K-8

Unique Drinks You Can Make (K-8):

Creative Movement Grades K-8

Strategy Games, Riddles and Puzzles (K-8)

Cook the Books Grades K-8

Icky, Messy, Gooey (K-6):

Nature Journaling Grades 2-8

Cardboard Creations (K-8):

Puzzles with Missy Grades 2-8

Alotta Hoopla (K-8):

Yoga and Meditation, Grade K-8

English for Time Travelers (4-8)

Check Mates, Grades 2-8

Get Moving (4-8)

Mini-Comic/Zine Workshop, Grades 2-8

Conversation, Compassion and Cookies: Learn How
to Listen like a Pro (6-8)

Magical Creatures K-8

Magic the Gathering (6-8)

Card Games Grades K-8

Pinch Pots (K-8)

Choose Your Own Adventure Grades K-8

Fun with Puppets (K-8)

Hackey-sack Grades 4-8

Snack Attack! (K-8)

Topics in Classical Piracy (Pirate School!)
Grades 2-8

Spring Schoolyard Enhancements (3-8)

Empowerment Self Defense Grades 2-5

Drawing and Coloring (K-8)

Latin Dance Party Grades 2-8

Check Mates (2-8)

Save the Kingdom Grades 6-8

Rube Goldberg Machines (K-8)

Mini Piflatas (K-8):

Design! Build! Challenge! (K-8)

Il Teatro Clinic (K-8):

LEGOMANIA (K-8)

Dolls and Dolls (K-8)

Help the Birds (K-8)
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Winter Wonder (K-8) Calligraphy (K-8)

STEM Challenges (K-8): Pickleball (2-8)

Fitness Stations (K-8) Photography (K-8)

TABLE 3: Students meeting proficiency on 2024-25 assessment measures

Number of students % of students
Number of students | meeting proficiency | meeting proficiency

Assessment name assessed target target
Fastbridge aReading (gr 3-8) 155 125 81%
Fastbridge aMath (gr 3-8) 155 108 70%
DIBELS (gr K-3) 84 68 81%
HCCPS Writing assessment (gr K-3) 84 74 88%
HCCPS Writing assessment (gr 4-8) 134 115 86%
HCCPS Math assessment (gr K-8) 218 205 94%
Grade 8 Cuminating Project 27 27 100%

Hilltown did not fully meet one accountability measure related to student achievement in mathematics.
Specifically, in grades 3-8, 70% of students scored at or above the national 50th percentile on the Spring
2025 Fastbridge assessment, missing our goal of 75%. Due to a change in our student information system
at the end of FY25, disaggregating by subgroup was not feasible. However, informal analysis indicates
that there are still obvious disparities in achievement for our students with disabilities, as well as less
marked, but still significant achievement gaps between white and BIPOC students. To close these gaps,
the school is implementing several new initiatives for the 2025-26 school year. These include
investments in inclusion practices, with substantial training on best practices in co-teaching.
Additionally, a full time math specialist has been hired, and our reading specialist has increased to full
time. We will roll out a new student information system, Infinite Campus, in 2025-26 that will allow us to

better analyze data by subgroups moving forward.

Dissemination
2024-2025 Evidence
Measure Performance
M (Met)

NM (Not Met)

Objective: Hilltown will share best practices with the local educational communities.

Measure: Evidence:
The school will host an Open House M We hosted 1 online information session
each year, during which teachers before our admissions lottery and 2
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will highlight key design elements in
practice.

in-person information sessions, one
dedicated to kindergarten families, and
the other for students entering grades
1-8. This new strategy allowed us to
offer more targeted information for each
audience and received positive feedback
from staff and families.

Measure:
The school will partner with an area
college or university to develop a
model program for training

Evidence:

We revitalized our partnership with
Smith College by hosting two full-year
internships for aspiring teachers in our

lower grades. We are excited to continue
this collaboration and to explore

teachers. opportunities for expanding similar
partnerships with other colleges across
the Pioneer Valley.
Measure: Evidence:

The school will use its website to
disseminate information on
integration projects. One project
per grade level band per year will
be highlighted.

Each grade level band has an integrated
project from 2024-2025 represented on
the Hilltown website:
https://www.hilltowncharter.org/arts-int
egrated-projects/

Measure:

Annual evening workshop featuring
key design elements (e.g., building
community in a K-8 school or
arts-integrated curriculum
projects).

Evidence:

We held our annual Meeting of the
Cooperative in person on March 26,
2025. The evening program focused on
what it means to be a cooperative
school. We had over 60 participants in
attendance, and all participants had the
opportunity to engage in small group
discussions about current practices as a
cooperative school, and ideas to deepen
and expand our cooperative identity.
Discussion prompts emphasized how to
be most inclusive as a cooperative, and
how to best offer various access points
for family volunteers. Ideas generated in
these discussions were recorded and
synthesized by our Community and
Family Engagement coordinator. In
addition to the discussion component of
the meeting, there were performances
by the elementary chorus, the 6-8 a
capella singing group, as well as our
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student artwork on display.

student Rock Band. There was also

Appendix B: Recruitment and Retention Plan 2025-26
Recruitment Plan 2025-26

2024- 25 Implementation Summary:

Interest in enrollment at Hilltown remains strong. For the upcoming school year, Hilltown
received 247 applications across all grade levels. Applications were disaggregated by grade and
reviewed to ensure broad outreach and accessibility.

We continued outreach to local institutions and community organizations, particularly those
serving low-income and immigrant families, to reach target populations where our school has
historically fallen below Comparison Index (Cl) percentages. Efforts included:

e Two information sessions: one virtual via Zoom and one in-person open house at the
school

e Printed outreach flyers in English and Spanish distributed through preschools, social
service agencies, and local businesses

e Paid social media campaigns and local newspaper advertising

We continued our practice of offering sibling preference in the admissions lottery to support
family continuity. Five of our newly admitted students were siblings of currently enrolled
students. While sibling preference supports family cohesion, it does reduce the number of
available spots for new applicants, particularly in Kindergarten, which remains our largest entry
point.

Upper-grade recruitment remains a challenge. Despite renewed outreach efforts, including a
supplemental lottery on July 31, 2024, we continue to see fewer applications and a higher
decline rate for grades 7 and 8. However, the supplemental lottery did yield several new
7th-grade enrollments for the 2024-25 school year.

In response to longstanding enrollment trends and to improve long-term retention, we
strategically shifted our recruitment focus to grade 5 to support a newly configured 5/6
combined classroom. This change aligns with our internal grade restructuring and is intended to
increase continuity across middle school years, reducing the need to rely heavily on 7th- and
8th-grade recruitment, where students are less likely to change schools.

Page 22




At the time of this report, we have not yet completed the full registration process, so we do not
have confirmed disability, English learner, or income status data for all newly admitted students.

We remain committed to inclusive recruitment practices and welcome continued conversation
with the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education about strategies to reach
underrepresented populations.

General Recruitment Activities for 2025-26:

Activity 1: Community Outreach Campaign

We continued distributing bilingual flyers to community organizations, preschools, and
businesses serving families in Hampshire and Franklin counties. Flyers will include invitations to
our Zoom information session and in-person open house, and will emphasize our commitment to
serving students with disabilities, English learners, and economically disadvantaged students.

Activity 2: Preschool Outreach
We again partnered with enrolled families to outreach to local preschools and promote our
information sessions prior to the application deadline.

Activity 3: Virtual Information Session

A Zoom-based session was held and promoted on the school’s website and social media and all
materials highlighted that Hilltown serves all students, including students with IEPs, ELs, and
low-income families.

Activity 4: In-Person Open House

We hosted an evening open house where prospective families and preschool providers can meet
with staff and tour the school. Promotional materials were distributed in English and Spanish and
made available online.

We will also continue to:
e Maintain a welcoming admissions webpage with Google Translate integration

e Translate key materials into Spanish
e Explicitly state in all materials that Hilltown serves all students

Chart Data 2024-25 Strategies

Special Education Students/Students with Disabilities

School Percentage: 22% Met GNT/CI: no enhanced/additional strategies

Cl Percentage: 16% needed

Hilltown Charter is above Cl percentages Continued 2023-24 Strategies
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e Ensure that flyers are available at the
REACH project and the area early
intervention program

e Outreach to Whole Children, a non-profit
organization providing after school
services for children with special needs

® Our SEPAC (Special Education Parent
Advisory Council) is present and available
at our Open House for prospective
parents

e SEPAC hosted monthly meetings and
speakers with an open invitation to
SEPACs from area districts

Limited English Proficient Students

School Percentage: 0%
Cl Percentage: 1.7%

Hilltown Charter is below Cl percentages

Continued 2023-2024 Strategies

e Distribute flyers at Franklin-Hampshire
Community Action Program

e All ads will include a statement
welcoming LEP applicants

e Our website will include a statement
welcoming LEP applicants

® “Google Translate” link will be available
on our website

e Reach out to the local refugee
organizations (Welcome Home Refugee
Resettlement Program), including the
distribution of flyers

Enhanced/additional strategies:

e Distribute flyers and/or place
advertisements in bulletins at religious
organizations and groups that provide
services in languages other than English

e Climate and Belonging Initiatives:
Promotion of affinity and identity-based
student groups, providing spaces where
multilingual learners can feel affirmed
and connected.

Students Eligible for Free or Reduced Lunch (Low-income)

School Percentage: 18.8%
Cl Percentage: 30.2%

Continued 2023-24 Strategies
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Hilltown Charter is below Cl percentages
Hir

Outreach at local WIC and SNAP sites,
Goodwill and Salvation Army stores

Make flyers and applications available at
Easthampton Community Food Pantry,
Northampton Survival Center, Edwards
Church Food Pantry, and Headstart programs

Work with Administrators at the two major
pre-school programs in our immediate area
(Community Action in Northampton and
Head Start in Easthampton) to share
information about Hilltown and how families
can apply.

Specifically state in our promotional materials
that our program serves all students,
including students of all socio-economic
backgrounds

Distribute promotional materials at local bus
stops, libraries, laundromats

Outreach to more local preschools with
promotional materials, invitations to
information session and open house, and
offer on-site informational sessions at their
schools

Enhanced/additional strategies:

e |Implementation of a new school
schedule that mitigates a barrier to low
income/working families. We are shifting
from a 12:30 early release every
Wednesday to a 2:00 dismissal.

e Increase extracurricular subsidy for
low-income families on early release
days. After-school programming will now
be fully subsidized on early release days
for families that qualify for free/reduced
lunch.

e Explore regional transportation options.
We recognize that (lack of) bussing can be
a major barrier to recruitment for families
outside of Easthampton. We will explore
regional options to expand transportation
options to families in our catchment area.

Students who are sub-proficient

(d) Continued 2023-24 Strategies
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® Use our Teacher/TA model to effectively

provide targeted tier one
and tier two supports within our general
curriculum classrooms

® Provide additional small group and
individual support, through our Special
Education and Related Service Provider
Meetings (SERS) for students who enter
behind grade-level and-or struggle to
make academic progress

® Also through our SERS, develop “Response
to Intervention (RTI) plans to ensure that
students who are struggling in our
program are given the support they need
to succeed

[ ]

Enhanced/additional strategies:

e Targeted outreach to families to address
chronic absenteeism and low MCAS
participation rates.

e Piloted co-teaching model in upper
grades to support inclusive practices.

Retention Plan 2025-26

2024-25 Implementation Summary:

Hilltown prioritized student retention during the 2024-25 school year by strengthening systems of
academic, social-emotional, and family support. Our efforts focused on ensuring that students and
families felt connected to the school community, particularly those from historically underserved
groups. We continued to develop our Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS), piloted inclusive
instructional models, and expanded access to counseling and advisory support. School climate and
family engagement remained central priorities, with ongoing reflection on feedback from staff,
students, and caregivers.

Overall Student Retention Goal

Annual goal for student retention (percentage): 95%

Retention Plan — 2024-25 Strategies
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Students with Disabilities

School percentage: 16.1% | Continued 2024-25 Strategies

1 Standard Deviation: e Small class size with low adult to child ratio
20.09% ® Daily non-academic after-school program

® Frequent parent conferences

The school’s attrition rate

is below 1 standard 2025-26 Additional Strategy(ies), if needed: n/a

deviation

English Learners

School percentage: 0% Continued 2024-25 Strategies

Third Quartile: 27.81% ® No ELs were enrolled during the 2024-25 school year. No

retention strategies needed.
The school’s attrition rate
is below 1 standard 2025-26 Additional Strategy(ies), if needed: n/a

deviation

Low-income

School percentage: 0% Continued 2024-25 Strategies

1 Standard Deviation: Below third quartile: no enhanced/additional strategies needed
20.56%

® Ensure that we have no income-based barriers to services

e Ensure that application for free/reduced lunch is easily and
confidentially accessible

The school’s attrition rate
is below 1 standard
deviation

e Provide financial assistance for non academic after school
programs

e Continued partnership with River Valley Counseling to
ensure access to counseling for all students

(c) 2024-25 Additional Strategy(ies), if needed: n/a

Appendix C: School Data Tables

Administrative Roster and Staff Attrition Data
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Administrative Roster During the 2024-25 School Year

Name Title Start date End date
in current role (if no longer employed
at the school)
Chris Kusek Head of School August 2025
Rebecca Belcher-Timme | Director of Teaching and August 2025
Learning
Teacher and Staff Attrition for the 2024-25 School Year
Number Number of Number of Reason(s) for Departure
employed as of | departures departures (Ex: resigned, terminated,
the last day of during the following the end retired, contract not
the 2024-25 2024-25 school of the 2024-25 renewed, etc.)
school year year school year
through July 31st
Retired (3);
Teach 21 1 5 . !
eachers Resigned (3)
Other 55 ) 6 Resigned (7);
Staff Contract not renewed (1)
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Information About The Board of Trustees

Board Membership During the 2024-25 School Year
Name Position on Committee Number of Length of Final year of
the board affiliation(s) terms served each term service
on the board possible based
on term limits
in bylaws
Year 2 (of 3
Lily Newman President Domain Council ear 2 (o 07/23-07/26 June 2029
year term)
President Year 1
Kathleen . .
(stepped down Domain Council (of second 07/24-07/27 June 2027
Hulton
May 2025) 3 year term)
. . . . . Year 2 (of 3
Ben Carlis Vice President Domain Council 07/23-07/26 June 2029
year term)
Year 1
GABS C itt
Emily Boddy Clerk Cﬁg?:m ee (of second | 07/23-07/26 | June 2027
3 year term)
Kylan Finance Committee Year 2 (of first
Mandile Treasurer Chair 3 year term) 07/23-07/26 June 2029
Facilities C itt Y 2 (of first
Kelly Vogel Trustee acilities Committee | Year 2 (of first | 003 0 ne | June 2029
Chair 3 year term)
Year 2
Tala Elia Trustee Personnel Committee (of second 07/23-07/26 June 2026
3 year term)
Kathleen Year 2
Trustee JEDI Committee Chair (of second 07/23-07/26 June 2026
Szegda
3 year term)
Kate Aleo Trustee Facilities Committee Year 1 (of first 07/24-07/27 June 2027
3 year term)
Year 1 (of first
Neal Teague Trustee Personnel Committee ear 1 (of firs 07/24-07/27 June 2027
3 year term)
Steve Sell Trustee JEDI Committee Year 1(of first | 001 07/27 | June 2027
3 year term)
Grace. . Trustefe JEDI Commlttge Year 2 (of first 07/23-7/25 June 2027
Mrowicki (non-voting) Personnel Committee 2 year term)
A Trust Y 1 (of first
ndrea rustes JEDI Committee ear 1(of first | 7/94.07/26 | June 2028
Hermans (non-voting) two year term)

Hilltown Board of Trustees and Committee Meeting notes can be found here:
Board of Trustee and Committee Meeting Notices
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Appendix D: Conditions, Complaints, and Attachments

Complaints

Board of Tr

n Information

Summary Table

Date

Summary of Complaint

Summary of Complaint Resolution

5/16/25

A parent brought a complaint to
administration about the handling of an
incident involving her child’s classmate. This
resulted in an interaction with an
administrator that the parent claimed was
unprofessional, and was the basis of the
formal complaint made to the board.

After a thorough investigation, the grievance
claims were not supported by the evidence,
which included a video recording of a Zoom
call, interviews with staff members present
during the interaction, and review of emails
between the parent and the administrator.
The review found that the school acted
appropriately in all instances referenced, and
the grievance was denied.
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